
 

 

Experience Cuba 

With Kathy Loper Events 

November 22 - 26, 2016 

This trip will be conducted under a General License – 

Humanitarian project (section 515.575) 



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 - TRINIDAD (B,L,D) 
Depart to the Bay of Pigs (Playa Giron), about a 2-hour drive. A force of U.S.-backed, 

anti-Castro Cuban exiles attempted to overthrow the Castro regime here in the Battle of 

the Bay of Pigs. Visit the Museum of Playa Giron. 

The Bay of Pigs Invasion, known in Latin America as La Batalla de Girón, was an 

unsuccessful military invasion of Cuba by the paramilitary group Brigade 2506 in April 

1961. A counter-revolutionary militia trained and funded by the U.S. Central Intelligence 

Agency, Brigade 2506 fronted the armed wing of the Democratic Revolutionary Front 

(DRF) and intended to overthrow the revolutionary leftist government of President 

Osvaldo Dorticós Torrado. 

Launched from Guatemala, the invading force was defeated within three days by the 

Cuban armed forces under the command of Prime Minister Fidel Castro. Fourteen 

hundred paramilitaries, divided into five infantry battalions and one paratrooper battalion 

set out from Guatemala to Cuba by boat on April 13. On April 15, eight CIA-supplied B- 

26 bombers attacked Cuban air fields before returning to the U.S., and on the night of 

April 16, the main invasion landed at Playa Girón beach in the Bay of Pigs. Initially 

overwhelming a local revolutionary militia, the Cuban Army's counter-offensive was then 

led by Captain José Ramón Fernández, before Castro decided to take personal control of 

the operation. On April 20, the invaders finally surrendered, with the majority of troops 

being publicly interrogated and then sent back to the U.S. 

The failed invasion strengthened the position of Castro's administration, which proceeded 

to openly proclaim their intention to adopt socialism and strengthen ties with the Soviet 

Union, leading to the events of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. The invasion was a 

major embarrassment for U.S. foreign policy, with Kennedy ordering a number of 

internal investigations. Across much of Latin America, it was celebrated as evidence of 

the fallibility of U.S. imperialism. 

 

Then drive for about 1 hour to the city of Cienfuegos, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

The city was founded in 1819 as the Colony Fernandina de Jagua. The first inhabitants 

came not only from Spain, but also from a number of French colonies, as well as 

Bordeaux, Louisiana, Philadelphia and Guárico. 

Visit the city’s foundation, José Martí Park, where the most representative buildings 

include the Government Palace (City Hall), San Lorenzo School, the Bishopric, Ferrer 

Palace, the Terry Theater, Cathedral de la Purisma Concepción, the former Lyceum 

building and some residential buildings. 

 

Lunch will be at the Villa Lagarto Paladar. 

After lunch, visit the Palacio Del Valle restaurant, known for its synthesis of 

architectural styles. Drive along the 16-block Paseo del Prado promenade, one of the 

longest ones in Cuba. 

After lunch, continue to Trinidad for check in at Brisas Trinidad del Mar hotel. 

Our hotel, BRISAS TRINIDAD DEL MAR, is located on a sandy stretch known as 

Ancon Peninsula, 10 miles from the colonial city of Trinidad, on the Caribbean Sea. It is 

a four star all-inclusive hotel resort. All 241 rooms are equipped with air-conditioning, 

telephone, Satellite TV, mini-bar, hair dryer and safe deposit boxes. Amenities include a 

restaurant and nightly entertainment by the outdoor pool with a water slide and a snack 
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bar. The hotel also offers a drug store and a general store. 

www.cubaism.com/en/hotels/view/hotel-trinidad-del-mar/253 

Dinner will be at the hotel. 

 

After dinner, we suggest you enjoy one of these famous music venues: 

- La Casa De La Musica de Trinidad - where locals and foreigners gather after dark to 

listen to Cuban music. When it gets “hot” the outdoor arena fills with people dancing to 

the irresistible beat, an unforgettable experience for any visitor! 

 

- La Cancháchara - famous for its eponymous house cocktail made from rum, honey, 

lemon and water. Local musicians regularly drop by for off-the-cuff jam sessions and it’s 

not unusual for the Cancháchara-inebriated crowd to break into spontaneous dancing. 

- Palenque de los Congos Reales - where traditional music groups play and the Folkloric 

Ballet of Trinidad and the Cuba-Haiti Dance Company perform. This is the main place 

for African and Haitian roots music and dance. 

 

Return to the hotel for overnight. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 - TRINIDAD (B,L,D) 

Spend the morning on a walking tour of Trinidad, a living-museum of Spanish 

colonialism. The whole city, with its fine palaces, cobbled streets and red-tiled roofs, is a 

national monument and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Trinidad’s prosperity rested on 

the sugar industry. The city was a cultural center with theaters, schools of language, 

music, dance and a wide variety of artisans, including gold and silversmiths. Lavish 

public and private buildings filled the city. During the second half of the 19
th 

century, the 

Industrial Revolution and increased sugar beet production in Europe led to the decline of 

Trinidad’s slavery-based economy. Construction ceased and the city remained frozen in 

time. The maze of cobbled streets is lined with terra cotta roofed houses in soft pastel 

colors. Much of the architecture is neoclassical and baroque, with a Moorish flavor 

reflecting the town’s heritage of conquistadors. Visit the Plaza Mayor in the center of 

town. Around the plaza are the Museo Romantico and the Iglesia Parroquial de la 
Santisima Trinidad. The Cathedral is the largest church in Cuba and renowned for its 

acoustics. This is a place to leave donations. Explore the Museo Romantico, which 

houses a collection of romantic-style porcelain, glass, paintings and ornate furniture. The 

museum is located in a colonial mansion with beautiful views over the square from the 

upper balconies. The adventurous are invited to climb up to the Antiguo Convento de 

San Francisco de Asis. The tower and church are all that remain of the original convent. 

 

Drive to visit the Valle de los Ingenios, or Valley of the Sugar Mills, a series of three 

interconnected valleys about 12 kilometers (7.5 miles) outside of Trinidad. The three 

valleys, San Luis, Santa Rosa and Meyer, were a center for sugar production from the late 

18th century until the late 19th century. At the peak of the industry in Cuba there were 

over fifty cane sugar mills in operation in the three valleys with over 30,000 slaves 

working in the mills and the sugar cane plantations that surrounded them. 

Sugar production was an important industry for Cuba from the earliest settlement by the 

Spanish, who introduced sugar cane to the island in 1512, and trade in the commodity 

enriched Trinidad and the surrounding areas. The island became the world's foremost 

producer of sugar during the late 18th and 19th centuries, when sugar production was the 

main industry. 

 

In 1988, Valle de los Ingenios and neighboring Trinidad were declared a World Heritage 

Site by UNESCO. Although most of the sugar mills are in ruins, intact structures endure 

at some sites, including Guachinango, where the plantation house remains. Visit the 

plantation of Manaca Iznaga, where the owner's house, a tower and some barracones 

(the original slave quarters) still stand. Although the barracones are now used as housing, 

they are in poor repair. The owner’s house has been converted into a restaurant. See the 

magnificent view from the Iznaga Tower. The 45 meter (147 ft.) tower was constructed 

sometime in 1816 by the owner, Alejo Maria Iznaga y Borrell. According to experts, the 

bell that formerly hung on top of the tower announced the beginning and the end of the 

work day for the slaves, as well as the times for prayers to the Holy Virgin in the 

morning, midday and afternoon. It was also used to sound an alarm in case of fire or 

slave escape. 

Return to your hotel for lunch, a free afternoon on the Caribbean Sea, dinner and 

overnight. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24 - TRINIDAD (B,L,D) 

Day at leisure. 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25 - HAVANA (B,L,D) 

 

Drive about 3 hours to the city of Santa Clara to visit the Ernesto (Che) Guevara 

Mausoleum. The Argentinean Che Guevara was one of the commanders who fought with 

Fidel Castro in the war against the dictatorship of Batista in the 1950s. He died in Bolivia 

in 1967 while leading that country’s revolution. His remains were recovered in 1998 and 

buried in this memorial in Santa Clara Revolution Square. 

Visit the Armored Train Battle Monument, the site where guerrilla forces commanded 

by Che Guevara defeated reinforcements sent in an armored train (tren blindado) by 

Batista's army in 1958. The monument site includes original armored boxcars with 

displays of photos, armaments and artifacts inside, and a bulldozer used by the rebels to 

derail the train. 

 

Lunch will be served at Los Caneyes. 

Continue driving back to Havana for check in and overnight. 

Our hotel, MEMORIES MIRAMAR, is a very nice 4 star hotel located in the exclusive 

Miramar neighborhood of Havana, with beautiful ocean views, only 15 minutes from the 

Old City. Al 427 spacious guest rooms and suites are equipped with air-conditioning, 

satellite TV, telephone, minibar, safe and hairdryer. Hotel facilities and services include 2 

restaurants, a snack bar, a lobby bar, a pool bar, 7 swimming pools, a gym, a beauty salon 

and spa, boutique shops, laundry, and business center. 

www.memoriesresorts.com/en/resort/havana.aspx 
 

Our Farewell Dinner is at the Rejoneo Paladar. The name comes from a Cuban way 

to refer to delight and pleasure. The magic of this place seems to stop time as you 

wait for your roast meat amongst drinks, stories and good music 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 - (B) 

You will be transferred to Havana Jose Marti Airport for Xael Charter, to Miami 

leaving at 10:45am and arriving at 11:50am. (Flight times are subject to change). 
 

 



************************************************************************************** 

Price per person in a double room: $1,780 

Price per person in a single room: $1,990 

Prices are GUARANTEED for November, 2016 

************************************************************************************** 

 

TOUR INCLUDES: 
 4 nights of accommodations with buffet breakfast. 
 4 lunches and 4 dinners as per the itinerary. 

 Drink package during lunches and dinners as follows, 1 glass of: 

 Mojito or 

 Bottled Water 

 2 bottles of water per person per touring day. 

 Airport transfers in Cuba. 

 3 days of touring in a private, air-conditioned bus with licensed, English-speaking guide. 

 All entrance fees as per itinerary. 

 Hotel service fees and taxes. 

 

TOUR DOES NOT INCLUDE: 
 Travel insurance, highly recommended. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

 Air schedules are subject to change at any time. 
 You must have a valid U.S. passport to enter Cuba. (Must be valid at least 6 

months past your scheduled return date). 

 Ya'lla Tours USA reserves the right to change the hotels to others of similar 

quality. 

Sightseeing sequence may be changed 


