
 

 

 

2016 QUEENSTOWN MARATHON TOUR  
KATHY LOPER EVENTS 

November 14 – 26 
*Must depart US Nov 12  

 
 

Mon 14 ARRIVE AUCKLAND 
  Arrive Auckland and after completing entry formalities walk to the airport hotel adjacent  
  to the terminal.  

Your room has been pre-registered for early arrival (breakfast not included). 
 Accommodation:   Novotel Auckland Airport 

 

Tue 15  AUCKLAND / QUEENSTOWN  
(B)  Breakfast at your hotel 

Transfer by courtesy airport shuttle to Auckland Domestic Airport. 
  9.15 am Check in for Air New Zealand flight NZ639 – everyone will be booked on this flight.  

We will need a copy of your international ticket showing the ticket number.   
 

10.15 am Depart Auckland on NZ639. 
12.05 pm Arrive Queenstown Airport.   

Transfer to your centrally located hotel. 
Normal room check in time applies - 3pm – luggage may be stored at hotel until rooms are 
ready.   
Remainder of day at leisure.   
Nestled among glacier-rounded hills and dramatic rugged mountain peaks, Queenstown is 
New Zealand’s premier four-season lake and alpine resort.   
Your hotel is ideally situated in a quiet location only steps from Lake Wakatipu and the cafés, 
restaurants and shops of central Queenstown.   
Accommodation: Novotel Queenstown Lakeside  

Guest Rooms – 6 nights  
 

Wed 16 QUEENSTOWN SIGHTSEEING  
(B,L)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  9.00 am This morning enjoy a sightseeing tour of Queenstown.  Highlights include a visit to historic 

Arrowtown, a quaint village set on the banks of the Arrow River which was once a rip-
roaring gold rush town.  Time here to sample some of the cafés, galleries and boutiques or 
you may wish to take a walk to the historic Arrowtown Chinese Settlement.  This partially 
restored and well interpreted settlement is a mute reminder and tribute to the contribution 
made by the Chinese goldminers and business people to the region’s goldmining, cultural 
and business history.   
Also see the Edith Cavall Bridge spanning the narrow canyon of the rugged Shotover River; 
pretty Lake Hayes and drive out to the Kawarau Bridge to see the dare-devils bungy jumping 
from the original AJ Hackett site.   

 
 

http://www.novotel.com/gb/hotel-7485-novotel-auckland-airport/index.shtml
http://www.novotel.com/gb/hotel-5308-novotel-queenstown-lakeside/index.shtml


 

11.40 am Check in at the Real Journeys office or kiosk at Steamer Wharf and collect boarding passes.   
12.00 pm Excursion departs.  Cruise across Lake Wakatipu on board the coal fired 1912 vintage 

steamer TSS Earnslaw to Walter Peak High Country Farm for a delicious gourmet BBQ lunch 
served on the terrace at the Colonel’s Homestead.  After lunch enjoy an entertaining brief 
farm experience including working sheep dogs and a sheep shearing demonstration.  

  3.30 pm  Arrive back at Steamer Wharf.   
Walk back to your hotel at your leisure.   
Remainder of afternoon and evening at leisure.   

 

 
 
Thu 17  MILFORD SOUND EXCURSION  
(B,L)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  7.30 am Depart early this morning and travel around Lake Wakatipu and through Te Anau and the 

Fiordland National Park to Milford Sound.  Fiordland National Park, part of the UNESCO 
Southwest New Zealand World Heritage Area is one of the great wilderness areas of the 
Southern Hemisphere.  The scenery is spectacular with lofty mountains and deep valleys 
carved out by Ice Age glaciers.  There are clear rushing streams and leaping waterfalls set in 
magnificent native rainforest. 

 

 
12.40 pm Check in at the Real Journeys counter at Milford Sound and collect boarding passes.    
  1.00 pm At Milford Sound board a comfortable vessel for a scenic cruise past towering Mitre Peak to 

the Tasman Sea.  Seals and dolphins are often seen in the clear waters of the fiord.  Buffet 
lunch served on board. 
At the conclusion of your cruise, re-board the coach and retrace your journey back to 
Queenstown travelling via the Cleddeau Gorge, Homer Tunnel and the lovely Eglinton Valley.  
Arrive Queenstown at approximately 7.30pm. 
Dinner own arrangements.  
 

Fri 18  QUEENSTOWN – RACE PREP DAY 
(B)  Breakfast at your hotel. 

Day at leisure for race preparation.  The registration venue is centrally located so you will be 
able to walk from your hotel.   
Lunch and dinner own arrangements. 

 

Sat 19  QUEENSTOWN – RACE DAY! 
(CB)  Continental breakfast served to your room.   

Good luck for your race today!   
  Walk to the Shuttle location for transfer to Event Start. 

Race Entry includes Event T-shirt and Shuttle to Event Start. 
Lunch and dinner own arrangements. 

 

 



 

Sun 20  QUEENSTOWN SIGHTSEEING 
(B,D)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  8.00 am This morning travel around Lake Wakatipu to the settlement of Glenorchy by coach.   
  9.00 am Here join Dart River Jet Safaris for a Wilderness Safari into the Mt Aspiring National Park.  

Your journey takes you on a 1½-hour jet boat journey on crystal clear water in a wild and 
picturesque landscape, amidst the towering peaks, glaciers and ancient forests of Mt. 
Aspiring National Park.  Also enjoy a 30-40-minute guided walk through ancient native beech 
forest and learn about the flora and fauna, history, and geology of this World Heritage Area 
from experienced guides before travelling by 4WD coach through the high country farmland 
and forests around Paradise – film location for a number of scenes in the ‘Lord of the Rings’ 
movie trilogy.  
Return to Queenstown early-mid afternoon (likely around 1.30pm – have lunch in 
Queenstown – own expense).   
Lunch own arrangements. 
Time this afternoon for optional activities.  No coach transport included.   

 
 

  7.30 pm Transfer to the Skyline Aerial Gondola terminal.   
  8.15 pm Dinner tonight is at Queenstown's most spectacular location.  Ride the aerial gondola high 

above Queenstown to Bob’s Peak where the Stratosphere Restaurant serves up a mouth-
watering Taste of New Zealand buffet - feast on South Island salmon, seafood, salads, roast 
meats and delicious desserts - and feast your eyes on the most spectacular scenery in the 
country. 

 
 
 
 
Mon 21 QUEENSTOWN / FRANZ JOSEF  
(B)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  8.00 am Depart early and sit back to enjoy a day of ever-changing spectacular coastal, rainforest, and 

alpine scenery as you travel from Queenstown to Fox Glacier on the West Coast.  Travel 
through the rock hewn Kawarau Gorge passing stone-fruit orchards before stopping at Lake 



 

Wanaka for a short walk.  Cross the Haast Pass, the lowest of the South Island mountain 
passes crossing the Southern Alps then head towards the coast.  The journey along the West 
Coast features native rainforest, wetlands, bush-fringed lakes, sand dunes and surf-pounded 
shingle beaches.  Upon arrival in Fox, view the Fox Glacier in its spectacular setting amidst 
the rainforest then continue on to Franz Josef, a small isolated village nestled amidst 
rainforest on the edge of Westland National Park, part of the UNESCO South West New 
Zealand World Heritage Area.   
Lunch own arrangements en-route.   
Dinner own arrangements  
Accommodation: Scenic Hotel Franz Josef Glacier  

Douglas Wing – 1 night 
 

Tue 22  FRANZ JOSEF / ARTHURS PASS / CHRISTCHURCH  
(B)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  9.30 am Drive north along the West Coast with the Tasman Sea to the west and the Southern Alps 

rising steeply to the east to the town of Hokitika.  Visit the greenstone factory at Hokitika 
where a local jade stone highly prized by pre-European Maori is crafted into exquisite 
jewellery.  Head inland to the small remote village of Arthurs Pass in the heart of Arthurs 
Pass National Park.  
Lunch own arrangements.   

  3.57 pm Mid-afternoon board the Tranz Alpine train for a scenic rail journey through the heart of 
the mighty Southern Alps.  Travel across towering viaducts, through spectacular gorges and 
river valleys then the landscapes opens up as you journey across the fertile Canterbury 
Plains and into Christchurch City. 

  
  6.05 pm Arrive Christchurch Railway Station and transfer to your hotel located near Hagley Park. 

Dinner own arrangements.   
Accommodation: Chateau on the Park   

Deluxe Rooms – 2 nights  

 
Wed 23 CHRISTCHURCH 
(B,D)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  9.00 am This morning enjoy a half-day sightseeing tour of Christchurch City.  Highlights include the 

River Avon, the Canterbury Museum; the Catholic Basilica; Bridge of Remembrance; the 
funky Cashel St RE:Start Shipping Container Mall; and the Art Deco New Regent Street.  Since 
the devastating earthquakes of 2011, the city’s rebuilding programme is in full swing and 
there will be opportunity to view a variety of innovative architectural projects, such as the 
temporary ‘Cardboard Cathedral’, the Re:START ‘container’ retail mall, and the 
reconstruction of the main arts buildings.  Drive into the Port Hills for panoramic views 
across the city to the Southern Alps.   
Lunch own arrangements. 
Afternoon at leisure.   

 

https://www.scenichotelgroup.co.nz/locations/new-zealand/franz-josef/scenic-hotel-franz-josef-glacier?gclid=Cj0KEQjwiKS3BRCU-7XQ75Te3NoBEiQAA2t_xF-m4w9MdL85b4Qf395TIMw6HRPxZiTBZQjiZ3k2vbgaApkz8P8HAQ
http://www.chateau-park.co.nz/


 

  4.10 pm Late afternoon, transfer to the Willowbank Wildlife Reserve for a memorable Maori 
welcome followed by a performance of Maori song and dance including the mesmerising 
poi dance, action songs and the thrilling haka.  Following the performance, a short tour of 
the wildlife reserve will follow.  A highlight will surely be seeing the elusive New Zealand 
native kiwi bird in the open enclosure.   
After the tour enjoy a Taste of New Zealand dinner which includes Rewena (Maori Bread), 
pork prepared hangi style (steamed in underground pits) and an entrée of New Zealand 
delicacies. 

 
 
 

Thu 24  CHRISTCHURCH / AUCKLAND  
(B)  Breakfast at your hotel. 

Transfer to Christchurch Airport.   
  9.00 am Check in for Air New Zealand flight NZ514.   
10.00 am Depart Christchurch. 
11.20 am Arrive Auckland Airport and proceed directly on a sightseeing tour of Auckland City – New 

Zealand’s largest and most cosmopolitan city.   
Lunch own arrangements today.   
Highlights include the panoramic city and harbour views from Bastion Point; trendy Parnell 
Village; the lovely bays of the waterfront drive and the vibrant Viaduct Harbour area.  Also 
visit the Auckland Museum which gives an excellent introduction to the artistic legacy and 
cultures of the peoples of the Pacific; the monumental carvings, buildings, canoes and 
taonga (treasures) of the Maori; and the diversity of cultures which now combine to form 
the rich tapestry of race, nationality and creed which is modern New Zealand (self-guided 
tour).  

 
Tour concludes at your hotel.   
Evening at leisure.   
Dinner own arrangements.   
Your hotel is centrally located near Aotea Square, Queen Street and the Sky Tower.   
Accommodation: Rendezvous Grand Hotel Auckland  

Deluxe Rooms – 2 nights  

https://www.tfehotels.com/brands/rendezvous-hotels/rendezvous-hotel-auckland


 

 
Fri 25  AUCKLAND  
(B,L,D)  Breakfast at your hotel. 
  9.00 am Depart Auckland and travel through the lovely Waitakere Ranges.  The Ranges are home to a 

unique rainforest and wetland ecosystem with native plant and bird life.  The rugged 
landscape with its ocean and pounding surf, black sand beaches, and panoramic views are a 
delight.  The scenic drive along the top of the Waitakere Ranges gives great views of 
Auckland City and passes through the 10,000 hectare Centennial Memorial Park with 200 km 
of beautiful native-bush walking and hiking tracks.  Visit the Arataki Visitors Centre for 
spectacular bush and ocean views plus see the magnificent Maori carvings.  Also visit one of 
the wild West Coast beaches for a walk on the black iron sands.   

  
 
12.30 pm Visit Soljan’s Winery for a delicious lunch.    

Return to Auckland after lunch – afternoon at leisure.   
  8.15 pm Dine this evening at Orbit Restaurant near the top of the Sky Tower, the tallest tower in 

New Zealand.  Travel by high-speed elevator to the revolving Orbit Restaurant then enjoy a 
delicious set-menu dinner while admiring the spectacular panoramic views of Auckland City, 
the Hauraki Gulf and the Waitemata Harbour.  The dining room rotates once every hour, 
providing a truly unique experience and amazing 360-degree views of Auckland City.   
Complimentary access to the Sky Tower’s main observation level.   
Walk to/from restaurant (no coach transfers included).   

 

Sat 26  DEPART AUCKLAND  
(B)  Breakfast at your hotel. 

Day at leisure.  Normal room check out time applies – luggage may be stored at the hotel 
until departure.   
Transfer to Auckland International Airport and check in for your departure flight.  Transfers 
will be by private vehicle (1-2 persons) or by mini-van if more and 2 persons are on the same 
flight. 
Depart Auckland.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

INCLUDES 

 12 nights accommodation per itinerary provided – with ensuite bathrooms – room types as stipulated – 
twin/double  share. Single rooms are available with Single Supplement Surcharge.   

 Private Coach Charter in modern air conditioned coach with English Speaking Driver 

 Arrival transfers in Queenstown is based on one group arrival. 

 Departure transfers ex Auckland are individual and included on the basis of private vehicle for 1-2 
persons. If more than 2 persons are departing on the same flight, a larger vehicle will be supplied. 

 Baggage assistance at each hotel 

 Meals as indicated by (B) Breakfast (CB) Continental Breakfast (L) Lunch (D) Dinner 

 11 Breakfasts 

 1 Continental Breakfast (1 x race day) 

 3 Lunches (1 x Milford; 1 x Queenstown; 1 x Auckland) 

 3 x Dinners (1 x Skyline Queenstown; 1 x Willowbank in Christchurch; 1 x Auckland) 

 Domestic flights 

 Auckland / Queenstown  

 Christchurch/ Auckland  

 Sightseeing activities and attractions as per itinerary  

 New Zealand GST set at 15% is included. 
 
EXCLUDED: 

 Any optional, suggested or recommended excursions. 

 International airfares and any applicable airport departure taxes. 

 Any domestic airfares not specifically included 

 Any other meals not specified in the itinerary. 

 Travel insurance is not included, but highly recommended. 

 Gratuities and items of a personal nature, such as mini bar, beverages, hotel porterage, laundry service, 

room service, internet usage and telephone calls. 

 Any further Government taxes or duties that may be introduced. 
 
NOTE: 
1 All touring is subject to favourable weather, road, flying and sea conditions. 

Passenger Refund Schedule: 
Less than 60 days prior to tour commencement no refund of full tour payment. 
No refunds on any unused portions of itinerary 
 

2 Air New Zealand domestic fares:  
inbound fares (subject to change without notice until ticketed) 

 Auckland / Queenstown 

 Christchurch / Auckland  
 

New Zealand domestic flights: 
Please note that Air New Zealand limits cabin baggage to one piece with a maximum weight of 7kg 
(15lbs).  This is strictly enforced.  In addition to your allowance, you may also carry on-board one 
small personal Item such as a handbag, camera or slimline laptop.  As a safety precaution, all cabin 
baggage must be able to fit in the overhead lockers or under the seat in front.   For further 
information on permitted luggage dimensions, see www.airnewzealand.com/cabin-baggage  

http://www.airnewzealand.com/cabin-baggage

